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heavily involved it would be an easy matter for
the advancing Germans to outflank it and cut off
all hope of retreat.    The fact that no German
attack developed in the forenoon or early after-
noon increased his anxiety.    It was not in the
German interest to alarm the British prematurely.
In the late afternoon a small attack did indeed
commence, and a portion of the force was heavily
shelled, but it was not an attack in force.   Night
fell with the position still unaltered, and with the
British Force under orders to advance on the
morrow.    But in the middle of the night news
came that confirmed all Haig's forebodings.   The
failure  of the  great French  attack was  more
definite than had been disclosed ; a great force of
Germans was, even then, moving rapidly round
the outer flank of the British Army. The French on
the right were already in full retreat.  The British,
if they were to escape complete disaster, must draw
back without delay and with all rapidity.   It was
the commencement of the " manoeuvre in retreat"
which Haig had foreseen and practised at Alder-
shot^ and his studies now stood him in good stead.
Aroused from rest at 2 a.m. there were but two 01
three  hours   before  dawn,   and   at  dawn  the
Germans would, almost certainly, attack.    The
situation demanded quiet decision and prompt
action.  Haig met it unperturbed.  Within half an
hour he had issued, in his own handwriting, all
necessary executive orders, and was off to super-
vise their execution.   By dawn his army was well
on its way, protected by a suitable rearguard.